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METROPOLITAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.12 pm]: On 24 June 2011, the 
Premier and I announced the metropolitan local government review. The review panel, comprising the 
distinguished persons of chairman, Professor Alan Robson, and Dr Sue Van Leeuwin and Dr Peter Tannock, 
recently met with me and has commenced its task. The review will be conducted over the next 12 months and the 
panel will submit its final report to me for consideration prior to me taking it to cabinet. 

Perth metropolitan local government boundaries have remained largely unchanged since 1900 when 
metropolitan Perth’s population was approximately 73 000 people. There has been no recent substantive research 
or review of changing demographics and other community changes and expectations, economic changes or 
environmental changes impacting or anticipated to impact on the local government structures and governance 
models. Perth now ranks fourth amongst the nation’s cities with a growth rate above the national average. With 
three-quarters of the state’s population living in Perth and major national and international corporate 
representation based in the metropolitan area, it has an ever increasing economic and political influence as a 
region both nationally and internationally. In order to ensure appropriate influence, coordination and 
development, a strategic approach to local government boundaries and governance in the Perth metropolitan 
region is urgently needed. 

In response to my reform initiative in 2009, metropolitan local governments submitted reform options that 
largely focused on marginal boundary adjustments, while others promoted legislatively supported 
amalgamations. Consequently, there is no coherent view of what the future optimal local government structures 
or governance models for the metropolitan area should be. The panel will submit recommendations to me on the 
best local government structures and governance models in metropolitan Perth, resulting in the drawing up of 
new local government boundaries. There will be a substantial reduction in the number of metropolitan local 
governments. That number is a matter for the panel to consider and recommend to me. This review will amongst 
other things consider what changes our capital city will undergo over the next 50 years in terms of its people, its 
economic drivers and its environmental challenges. After informing itself of these and national and international 
trends, the review panel will then determine and recommend to me local government boundaries and governance 
structures suitable for the long-term future of the metropolitan area. Mr Speaker, I have received very supportive 
comments from within the local government sector and elsewhere on this important initiative. 
 


